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like this

I sure liked that poem

by Mr. Walter Dean Myers | I'd say
called Hey there, Sky!
“Love That Boy.” e

Because of two reasons
I liked it:
One is because

my dad calls me

in the morning

just like that.
He calls
L Hey there, son!

And also because

when I had my
yellow dog
I loved that dog

il and I would call him

44 45




et 3
st W3 T
oo =
8 £ S
L ¥ N I
N
A A R
8= T ¥
o ¥ =29 B &0
(] &2 o
U fm « m MWO EWJ
= 2 £ g
L0 @ e T e TYow»w

o
A

47







-







s how

-
H

% JIOW




and the phone is ringing

and the fax is going

and the bills need paying

and sometimes they get sick

(I hope you are not sick,

My, Walter Dean Myers)
.

or their family gets sick

EA -

or their electricity goes off

or the car needs fixing

am asking you

-
@
=
Pt
-
8
o=
o]

If you ever get time

to leave your house

“and if you ever feel

like visiting a school
where there might be some kids
who like your poems
would you ever maybe
think about maybe
coming

maybe

to our school

which is a clean place
with mostly nice
people in it

and I think our teacher
Miss Stretchberry

would maybe even




make brownies for you
because she sometimes

makes them for us.

haven’t too much

o]
o
&
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oy

topped you from doing your
writing of words
and fixing your car
and getting groceries
and all ﬁ:ha‘@; stuff—
just to read this letter
which prc %aﬁﬁy is taking you
maybe fifteen minutes
and in zshm:' tirme
you could’ve maybe
written
a whole new poem
or at least the start
of one

and so I am sorry

:%éirvmz ggmi& come
to our clean school
and mad some of your poems
to us

and let us see your face
which I bet

is a friendly face.

My name is Jack.
Bye, Mr. Walter Dean Myers.




Arniv 20

Did you mail it?

Did he answer yet?

I
l

APRIL 24

Months???

It might

* vake months

for Mr. Walter Dean Myers
to answer my letter?

If he answers it?

e o
v as to %@

r Dean Myers’s










P~
=

o

D
=




%)

d

ot
et

T
reone else—

el
o 8P
= 0
et T . mw &2
@ 7 Sl o =L
&0 9 -
[ & s
ot s
S o
w & 2oy
= 8 5 B
= oF e

oo
N




v 3
st
< S8
] ﬂ
Q N
o R
=0 R R
wo O
| e S oy
v v Ww
. R
e B O
§ o= U -3
[ i [ p
L0 8 D 8

hit Sky

70




and | MAY 15
Sky j

closed his eyes 5 I dont know.
and j o
he | - /If you put it on the board
never | and people read it
opened | it might make them
them | sad.
again
ever.

|

|

|

| N

|

|

|

|




But I hope it doesn’t make
ople feel too sad

:md f it does

e
m

maybe you could
think of something

to chee @Wf} body up

vou make
the chocolate ones

that are so good?

}Q

NV ininr wirevinr S wevir oreven]
NOW WOW WOW WOW WOW!

e

That was the best best BES

news

is really r@%y ;zgﬁ%;

s
coming
to our school?

He was coming
ot
to our city

R "W;&
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And he would be

honored

to Visit

our clean school

and meet the mostly nice kids

who like his poems?
We sure are lucky

that his old buddy

lives in our town.

WOW!!!
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May 28

The bulletin board
logks like it’s

~blooming words

with everybody’s poems
up there

on all those

colored sheets of paper

yellow blue pink red green.

And the bookcase

looks like it’s

sprouting books

all of them by

Mr. Walter Dean Myers
lined up

looking back at us
waiting for

Mr. Walter Dean Myers

himself

77




to come
to our school

right into our classroom.

Wow!
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Jack
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From your number one fan,
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Love THAT DoO

/}"

(INSPIRED BY WALTER I

BY JACK

Love that dog,

like a bird loves ro fly
I said I love thar dog

like a bird loves to fly

FOF THE POEMS 1

BY MI1S§ STRETCHBERRY

Love to Eﬁéﬁi ﬁ?’j?/% SW 73/‘ OTIING

love to call him

“Hey there, Sk Fyl”
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1 5T Tl
T'he Red Wheelbarrow

[ T er v oA e YT e
- . BY WILLIAM CARLOS WILLIAMS

i s6 much depends
| P
| upon

a red wheel

barrow

glazed with rain

water

beside the white

chickens.

|
|
|
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’ The Tiger*

BY WILLIAM BLAXE

Tiger! Tiger! burning bright
~ In the forests of the night,
What immortal hand or eye

Could frame thy fearful symmetry?

* Fist stanga
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RY WALTER DEAN MVYERS

Love that boy,

M{W a rabbit loves to run

“Hey there, son!”

*First stanza
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Literature Circle

Use the questions and activities that follow to get more out of the
experience of reading Love That Dog by Sharon Creech.

1. Jack doesn’t want to write poetry at the beginning of the book.
Why doesn’t he want to?

2. InJack’s first poem, he writes:

So much depends

upon

a blue car

splattered with mud
speeding down the road.

Why is the blue car important to Jack?

3. What causes Miss Stretchberry to be so interested i Jack’s
first poem? Describe what Miss Stretchberry does to get Jack to
write more poems, especially about the blue car.

4. How does Jack respond when Miss Stretchberry asks him to
write about a pet? Why do you think Miss Stretchberry encour-
ages Jack to write the poem, despite his reaction?

5. What are Jack’s feelings toward Sky? Make a list of details
from the book that describe Jack’s feelings toward his dog.

Note: The following questions are keyed to Bloom s taxonomy as Jollows: Knowledge: 1-3;
Comprehension: 4-6; Application: 7-8; Analysis: 9-11; Synthesis: 12-13; Evaluation: 14-15.

ith two headings: ©

o

1 1 i
school year” and “End of school year”. Under each heading, list

b

examples of the things Jack does, thinks, and says in the beginning

: I
of the year compared to the end of the year.
e

7. imagine Migs Stretchberry has just asked Jack to write an
essay telling what he has discovered about poetry and how it can
change a person’s life. What would the essay say?

8. Sky’s death affected Jack deeply. If you had just lost a much-
loved pet, what things could you or other people do to help you
cope with the loss? Create a list of ideas.

9. Miss Stretchberry 18 able to convince Jack to write poetry and
share his feelings even though he doesn’t want to. Point out the
qualities Miss Stretchberry has as a person and as a teacher that
allow her to reach Jack.

10. Why does Jack fall in love with Walter Dean Myers’s poetry?
What effect does Mr. Myers’s visit to the school have on Jack?
How do you know?

11. There are many ways a poet can use words to paint a picture
in a reader’s mind. These devices include similes, metaphors, ono-
matopoeia, and more. Find examples of the techniques the poets
use in Love That Dog. As a group, choose three verses from the
novel that created the most vivid pictures.

12. How might Jack’s life have been different if he hadn’t had
Miss Stretchberry as his teacher?




nts to thanks Miss
Cox m ¢ a letter or
012 i, i for Miss

2 Dog change your point of view about
poetry? In what ways? Fxpé i your answer.

15. At the end of the book, the authe ides poems by seven
ous American poets. Which poem did you like best, and why?

ad of ﬁ@’ve That Dog, and in

, by Jack, the
i%:ﬁ— YOur own




